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2010 Annual Red Meat Production 

 

Montana slaughter plants produced 

17.4 million pounds, dressed weight, 

of red meat during 2010, down 5 

percent from 2009. There were 21,600 

cattle slaughtered during 2010, down 

1,200 head from the previous year. 

The total live weight, of 25.4 million 

pounds, was down 7 percent from a 

year earlier. The average live weight 

was down 14 pounds to 1,181 pounds.  

 

There were 13,500 hogs slaughtered in 

Montana, up 2 percent from 2009. 

Total live weight, of 3.3 million 

pounds, was up 3 percent from last 

year. The average live weight was 246 

pounds per head compared with 243 

the previous year. Sheep slaughter 

amounted to 4,000 head, down 200 

head from 2009. In 2010, the total live 

weight of all sheep and lambs 

slaughtered decreased 40,000 pounds 

from 2009 to 410,000 pounds. The 

average live weight, of 103 pounds, 

was 4 pounds lower than the previous 

year. 

 

The number of federally inspected 

slaughter plants in Montana on 

January 1, 2011 was 7, unchanged 

from 2010. There were 141 non-

federally inspected plants on January 

1, 2011, down 16 plants from the same 

date a year ago.  

 

Total red meat production for the 

United States totaled 49.2 billion 

pounds in 2010, slightly lower than 

the previous year. Red meat includes 

beef, veal, pork, and lamb and mutton. 

Red meat production in commercial 

plants totaled 49.0 billion pounds. On-

farm slaughter totaled 144 million 

pounds.  

 

U.S. beef production totaled 26.4 

billion pounds, up 1 slightly percent 

from the previous year. Veal 

production totaled 145 million pounds, 

down 2 percent from last year. Pork 

production, at 22.5 billion pounds, 

was 2 percent below the previous year. 

Lamb and mutton production totaled 

168 million pounds, down 5 percent 

from 2009. 

 

Commercial U.S. cattle slaughter 

during 2010 totaled 34.2 million head, 

up 3 percent from 2009, with federal 

inspection comprising 98.4 percent of 

the total. The average live weight was 

1,279 pounds, down 14 pounds from a 

year ago. Steers comprised 49.2 

percent of the total federally inspected 

cattle slaughter, heifers 29.8 percent, 

dairy cows 8.3 percent, other cows 

10.8 percent, and bulls 1.8 percent. 

 

U.S. commercial calf slaughter totaled 

878,600 head, 7 percent lower than a 

year ago with 98.4 percent under 

federal inspection. The average live 

weight was 262 pounds, up 12 pounds 

from a year earlier. 

 

Commercial U.S. hog slaughter 

totaled 110.3 million head, 3 percent 

lower than 2009 with 99.1 percent of 

the hogs slaughtered under federal 

inspection. The average live weight 

was up 1 pound from last year at 272 

pounds. Barrows and gilts comprised 

97.0 percent of the total federally 

inspected hog slaughter. 

 

Commercial U.S. sheep and lamb 

slaughter, at 2.46 million head, was 

down 2 percent from the previous year 

with 92.0 percent by federal 

inspection. The average live weight 

was down 2 pounds from 2009 at 134 

pounds. Lambs and yearlings 

comprised 93.1 percent of the total 

federally inspected sheep slaughter. 

 

In the U.S. there were 841 plants 

slaughtering under federal inspection 

on January 1, 2011 compared with 834 

last year. Of these, 632 plants 

slaughtered at least one head of cattle 

during 2010 with the 14 largest plants 

slaughtering 55 percent of the total 

cattle killed. Hogs were slaughtered at 

611 plants, with the 12 largest plants 

accounting for 57 percent of the total. 

Likewise, 5 of the 248 plants that 

slaughtered calves accounted for 56 

percent of the total and 4 of the 506 

plants that slaughtered sheep or lambs 

in 2010 comprised 64 percent of the 

total head. 

 

Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, and Texas 

accounted for 49 percent of the U.S. 

commercial red meat production in 

2010, down 1 percentage point from 

2009. 

 

 

2010 Poultry Production and Value 

 

Montana's value of egg production in 

2010 was $6.6 million, down 4 

percent from last year. Egg production 

in 2010 totaled 119 million eggs, up 

11 percent from the previous year.  

 

The U.S. combined value of 

production from broilers, eggs, 

turkeys, and the value of sales from 

chickens in 2010 was $34.7 billion, up 

10 percent from the $31.6 billion in 

2009.  Of the combined total, 68 

percent was from broilers, 19 percent 

from eggs, 13 percent from turkeys, 

and less than 1 percent from chickens. 

 

The value of broilers produced in the 

United States during 2010 was $23.7 

billion, up 9 percent from 2009.  The 

total number of broilers produced in 

2010 was 8.63 billion, up 1 percent 

from 2009.  The total live weight of 

broilers produced in 2010 was 49.2 

billion pounds, up 3 percent from 

2009. 

 

Value of all egg production in the U.S. 

was $6.52 billion, up 6 percent from 

the $6.17 billion in 2009.  Egg 

production totaled 91.4 billion eggs, 

up 1 percent from the 90.5 billion eggs 

produced in 2009. 

 

 

2010 Milk Production, Disposition 

and Income 

 

Montana's dairies produced 289.0 

million pounds of milk in 2010, down 

3 percent from 2009. There was an 

average of 14,000 milk cows on farms 

and ranches during the year, down 

1,000 head from the previous year. 

The average number of pounds 

produced per cow in 2010 was 20,643 

pounds, 4 percent above 2009. 

 

Cash receipts from marketings of milk 

during the year in Montana were $48.0 

million dollars, up 12 percent from 

2009.  Producers received an average 

of $16.90 per cwt, an increase of 

$2.30 per cwt from last year.  Total 

marketings of milk, at 284 million 

pounds, were down 3 percent from a 

year ago.  A total of 5 million pounds 

of milk were used on farms and 

ranches, down 1 million pounds from 

2009. Of the total, 3 million pounds 

were fed to calves and 2 million 

pounds were consumed as milk, 

cream, and butter. 

 

U.S. milk production increased 1.8 

percent in 2010 to 193 billion pounds.  

The rate per cow, at 21,149 pounds, 

was 576 pounds above 2009.  The 

annual average number of milk cows 

on farms was 9.12 million head, down 

86,000 head from 2009. 

 

Cash receipts from marketings of milk 

during 2010 totaled $31.4 billion, 28.9 

percent higher than 2009.  Producer 

returns averaged $16.35 per 

hundredweight, 26.5 percent above 

2009.  Marketings totaled 191.8 

billion pounds, 1.9 percent above 

2009.  Marketings include whole milk 

sold to plants and dealers and milk 

sold directly to consumers. 

 

An estimated 991 million pounds of 

milk were used on farms where 

produced, 2.0 percent less than 2009.  

Calves were fed 89 percent of this 

milk, with the remainder consumed in 

producer households. 

 
 
 

 



 

2010 Meat Animals Production, 

Disposition, and Income 

 

Cash receipts from the 2010 marketings 

of cattle, hogs, and sheep in Montana 

totaled $1.2 billion, up 18 percent from 

2009. Cash receipts for all three 

categories increased from 2009. 

 

Cash receipts from the sale of cattle and 

calves in Montana during 2010 were up 

18 percent from 2009 to $1.1 billion. 

Marketings of cattle weighing 500 lbs or 

more, at 1.3 million head, were up 

slightly from 2009.  Marketings of 

calves weighing less than 500 lbs 

increased 4 percent from the previous 

year to 250,000 head.  

 

Cash receipts from the sale of hogs in 

Montana increased 28 percent from 2009 

to $46.8 million. Marketings of hogs and 

pigs rose 2 percent from the previous 

year to 429,000 head.  

 

Sheep and lamb cash receipts in 

Montana were up 26 percent from the 

previous year to $24.6 million. 

Marketings of sheep and lambs in 2010 

were 48,500 and 169,000 head, 

respectively. Sheep marketings were up 

17,000 head from last year, but lamb 

marketings were down 16,500 head.  

 

Total U.S. 2010 production of cattle and 

calves, hogs and pigs, and sheep and 

lambs for the U.S. totaled 72.4 billion 

pounds, down 1 percent from 2009.  

Production decreased 3 percent for hogs 

and pigs, 4 percent for sheep and lambs, 

but increased 1 percent for cattle and 

calves.  

 

Total U.S. 2010 cash receipts from 

marketings of meat animals increased 19 

percent to $70.0 billion.  Cattle and 

calves accounted for over 73 percent of 

this total, hogs and pigs nearly 26 

percent, and sheep and lambs less than 1 

percent.  

 

The 2010 gross income from cattle and 

calves, hogs and pigs, and sheep and 

lambs for the U.S. totaled $70.5 billion, 

up 19 percent from 2009.  Gross income 

for cattle and calves increased 17 

percent, hogs and pigs increased 22 

percent, and sheep and lambs increased 

22 percent over previous year's gross 

income. 

 

U.S. cash receipts from marketings of 

cattle and calves increased 17 percent 

from $43.9 billion in 2009 to $51.5 

billion in 2010.  All cattle and calf 

marketings totaled 55.5 billion pounds in 

2010, up 2 percent from 2009.  Cash 

receipts from hogs and pigs totaled $17.9 

billion during 2010, up 22 percent from 

2009.  Marketings totaled 31.4 billion 

pounds in 2010, down 5 percent from 

2009. Cash receipts from marketings of 

sheep and lambs in 2010 were $544 

million, up 22 percent from 2009.  

Marketings decreased 3 percent to 493 

million pounds. 

 

March 2011 Agricultural Prices 

Received  

 

Most Montana crop prices for the full 

month of March 2011 were higher when 

compared to the previous month. The 

March to February price comparisons 

are:  winter wheat increased $0.71 to 

$6.69 per bushel, spring wheat increased 

$0.57 to $7.70 per bushel, and durum 

wheat increased $0.67 to $7.67 per 

bushel. Feed barley prices increased 

$0.44 to $4.21 per bushel, malt barley 

increased $0.26 to $4.29 per bushel, but 

oats were down $0.60 to $2.53 per 

bushel. 

 

The mid-April price for alfalfa hay was 

unchanged from March at $80.00 per 

ton, but other hay increased $1.00 to 

$75.00 per ton. Mid-April grain prices 

were higher when compared with March 

2011. Winter wheat was $8.61 per 

bushel, spring wheat was $9.83 per 

bushel, feed barley was $4.48 per bushel, 

and malt barley was $4.74 per bushel. 

Durum wheat was not published for 

April. 

 

The all milk price was $21.00 per cwt in 

April 2011, compared with $19.20 per 

cwt in March and $17.40 per cwt for 

March 2010. 

 

Nationally, prices for March 2011 and 

changes from February are: winter wheat 

decreased $0.01 to $7.02 per bushel, 

spring wheat was $8.02 per bushel, up 

$0.32, durum wheat was $8.15 per 

bushel, down $0.28, feed barley was 

$4.27 per bushel, up $0.72, malt barley 

was $4.32 per bushel, up $0.22, oats 

were $3.28 per bushel, up $0.01, alfalfa 

hay was $136.00 per ton, up $9.00, other 

hay was $97.30 per ton, up $3.40, steers 

and heifers were $118.00 per cwt, up 

$7.00, cows were $75.20 per cwt, up 

$2.70, beef cattle were $115.00 per cwt, 

up $7.00, calves were $148.00 per cwt, 

up $9.00, lambs were $169.00 per cwt, 

up $14.00, and all milk was $20.40 per 

cwt, up $1.30. 

 

The U.S. mid-April prices are as follows:  

winter wheat was $7.69 per bushel, 

spring wheat was $9.41 per bushel, 

durum wheat was $7.64 per bushel, feed 

barley was $4.67 per bushel, malt barley 

was $4.60 per bushel, oats were $3.40 

per bushel, alfalfa hay was $155.00 per 

ton, other hay was $103.00 per ton, 

steers and heifers were $124.00 per cwt, 

cows were $79.80 per cwt, beef cattle 

were $120.00 per cwt, calves were 

$150.00 per cwt, and all milk was $19.70 

per cwt. 

 

The preliminary All Farm Products 

Index of Prices Received by Farmers in 

April, at 174 percent, based on 1990-

1992=100, increased 2 points (1.2 

percent) from March. The Crop Index is 

up 1 point (0.5 percent) and the 

Livestock Index increased 4 points (2.6 

percent). Producers received higher 

prices for corn, cattle, eggs, and hogs 

and lower prices for lettuce, milk, 

tomatoes, and celery. In addition to 

prices, the overall index is also affected 

by the seasonal change based on a 3-year 

average mix of commodities producers 

sell. Increased monthly marketings of 

cattle, strawberries, milk, and broilers 

offset decreased marketings of soybeans, 

corn, wheat, and cotton. 

 

 

Montana Average Farm Prices Received 

Commodity 

U 

N 

I 

T 

Monthly Average Change from Previous Mid-Month Avg 

Montana U.S. Month Year Montana U.S. 

Mar  2010 Feb  2011 Mar  2011 Mar  2011 Feb  2011 Mar  2010 15-Apr-11 15-Apr-11 

Dollars 

Winter Wheat Bu 4.76 5.98 6.69 7.02 +0.71 +1.93 8.61 7.69 

Durum Wheat Bu 5.25 7.00 7.67 8.15 +0.67 +2.42 na 7.64 

Spring Wheat Bu 5.77 7.13 7.70 8.02 +0.57 +1.93 9.83 9.41 

All Wheat Bu 5.21 6.52 7.22 7.54 +0.70 +2.01 9.12 8.18 

All Barley Bu 4.41 3.99 4.28 4.31 +0.29 -0.13 4.70 4.62 

Feed Barley Bu 2.41 3.77 4.21 4.27 +0.44 +1.80 4.48 4.67 

Malt Barley Bu 4.49 4.03 4.29 4.32 +0.26 -0.20 4.74 4.60 

Oats Bu 2.53 3.13 2.53 3.28 -0.60 nc na 3.40 

Alfalfa Hay Ton 85.00 78.00 80.00 136.00 +2.00 -5.00 80.00 155.00 

All Other Hay Ton 82.00 74.00 74.00 97.30 0.0 -8.00 75.00 103.00 

All Hay Baled Ton 85.00 77.00 79.00 124.00 +2.00 -6.00 79.00 141.00 

All Milk Cwt 17.40 17.70 19.20 20.40 +1.50 +1.80 21.00 19.70 

1/ Composite of steers, heifers, and cows.   na-not available.  nc-no change. 

 

COMING IN THE NEXT REPORTER Steve Anderson, Director 

Eric Sommer, Deputy Director 

Wendy Bruski, Statistical Info Assistant 

10 W 15th Street, Helena, MT 59626 

406-441-1240 or 1-800-835-2612 

www.nass.usda.gov/mt/   nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 

Potato Stocks 

Hay Stocks 

Winter Wheat Production 

 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/mt/

